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visit Camp Dennison to inspect my regiments preparing to
enter Kentucky. I replied that not a regiment remained
in camp. All were in Kentucky. An explanation sooti
followed, with a report of my movements for the past two
weeks; and I am now ordered to take command of an ex-
pedition to seize and hold the Cumberland Pord and Cum-
berland Gap, and to threaten and destroy, if possible, the
Tennessee Bailroad. I am organizing my little army of
ten or twelve thousand men with all speed, and hope to
take the field in person in a few days.

I have already ordered forward some of the Ohio regi-
ments beyond Camp Dick Robinson. I am making up my
baggage trains, and shall send forward from one to two

C3O   O                      '

hundred horses, harness, and their wagons each day, till all
is furnished.

I had the pleasure of receiving some very flattering com-
pliments from Secretary Cameron and General Thomas for
the energy put forth already; and they even went so far
as to say that our efforts here in the past few weeks had
effected a revolution in this region.

I am now assigned to a special service. With God's as-
sistance the duty shall be performed, and in case success
crowns rny efforts I shall be in a position to exert a power
in behalf of our country which I trust will work a revolu-
tion In the management of affairs.

Thus it was that the Secretary of War and the Ad-
jutant-General of the army arranged the following
order, which was issued and signed by the latter in
Cincinnati, and through which it was intended to re-
lieve East Tennessee, and attempt the catting of one
of the most important lines of communication which
bound the Confederacy together.

^                                                   CINCINNATI, October 20.1861.

BRIG.-QEN. O. M. MITCHEL.

GENERAL : By direction of the Secretary of War you
are hereby assigned to duty in the Department of the
Cumberland, and will at once repair to Camp Dick Robin-om
